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BACKGROUND ON SANTA CRUZ WATER SYSTEM

Å Drinking water sources are 
primarily local surface water

Å System serves approximately 
95,000 people in multiple 
jurisdictions

Å Aging infrastructure

Å Water sources are extremely 
variable and provide habitat for 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ-ǎǘŀǘǳǎέ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ

Å Per capita water use among the 
lowest in the state

Image: Santa Cruz Water System



WHAT IS AN HCP?

ÅPlanning document required as part of 
an Incidental Take Permit under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Åaŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ-ǎǘŀǘǳǎέ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ 
species or unlisted species likely to be 
listed under the Endangered Species 
Act in the future

ÅDescribes effects of covered activities 
ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ άǘŀƪŜέ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ 
those effects will be tracked, avoided, 
minimized and mitigated

ÅDemonstrates funding assurances for 
plan implementation

Right: Mount Hermon June beetle Endangered Species Act Section 10 ESA 
Permit



CITY OF SANTA CRUZ HCPs BACKGROUND

Å Multiple species covered by 3 different habitat conservation 
plans for City activities

-Admin draft Anadromous Salmonid HCP (ASHCP) submitted to 
NMFS/DFW on July 10, 2020

-Administrative draft USFWS HCP currently in final review.

-Low Effect Mount Hermon June beetle (MHJB) HCP being 
implemented currently

Å City has officially been working on anadromous salmonid take 
authorization since May of 2001

Å However, informal consultations were initiated shortly after 
listing in the 90s



SPECIES OF INTEREST
Å Zayante band-winged grasshopper

Å San Francisco popcorn flower

Å Mount Hermon June beetle

Å California red-legged frog

Å Ben Lomond spineflower

Å Western pond turtle

Å Robust spineflower

Å Santa Cruz tarplant

Å Ohlonetiger beetle

Å Tidewater goby

Å Pacific lamprey

Å Steelhead trout

Å Coho salmon
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Images: steelhead on left and cohoon right. Photos courtesy of Morgan Bond

SPECIES OF INTEREST (cont.)



HCPs BACKGROUND (cont.)

Å ASHCP tentative timeline:

ï Early 2023 permit execution goal

ï 30 years of implementation work

ï Linkage with water rights work is 
significant

Å Multi -ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ άh ŀƴŘ aέ HCP 
tentative timeline: 

ï 2020 permit execution goal.

ï Again, 30 years of implementation 
work

Å MHJB LE HCP implementation 
ongoing:

ï MHJB historically present at the 
Graham Hill Water Treatment Plant.

ïhŦŦǎƛǘŜ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άǘŀƪŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
GHWTP in place in the Laguna 
watershed (multiple benefits)

Image courtesy of the New Yorker



HCPs BACKGROUND 
(cont.)

Å Many of the avoidance and 
minimization measures 
included in the HCPs are 
required by other regulations 
and included in other City 
permits so, in some cases, ESA 
compliance does not require 
additional work

Å HCPs represent opportunities 
to support other 
agencies/conservation groups 
with environmental protection 
goals and achieve other Water 
Department goals vis-à-vis 
Drinking Water Source 
Protection 


