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Fourth Stakeholder Meeting

Meeting Purpose: 

} Inform stakeholders, particularly those on private wells, 

about the Groundwater Sustainability Plan development 

process in the Santa Margarita Basin

}Provide background

}Answer questions

}Share resources



Agenda

u Background on the Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin

u Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)

u Role of Private Well Owner Representatives on Board

u Common Well Owner Concerns

u How can Well owners participate in the process

u What can well owners do to help the basin?



Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin 

Background Information
John Ricker

Water Resources Division Director, County of Santa Cruz





Priority Groundwater

Basins in Santa Cruz County



Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin 

(SMGWB)
u Major water purveyors are Scotts Valley Water District (SVWD), San 

Lorenzo Valley Water District (SLVWD) and Mount Hermon 
Association (MHA)

u Basin provides 40-50% of low flow in San Lorenzo River

u Decline of groundwater levels in many parts of the basin during 
1985-2004

u Estimated total loss of 25,000 acre feet in groundwater storage

u Pumping has decreased 45 percent since 1997

u Since 2005 the demand and supply in the basin have been in balance

u Future impact of climate change: 30% reduced recharge, increased 
demands



Basin Hydrology

uGeology 

uHydrology 

uStreamflow contribution 

uOverdraft, drop in levels, reduction in streamflow

uBasin boundaries

uBasin water use

u Information is based on estimates and from groundwater 

model

u Information will be further defined during plan development



Geology



Geology West to East



Geology Northwest to Southeast



Stacked Aquifers

Santa Margarita, Lompico



Basin Overdraft, Lompico





Water Use

Connections 

using 

Groundwater

2016 Use 

Acre-feet

Scotts Valley Water District 3,728 1,098 45%

San Lorenzo Valley Water District 3,248 713 29%

Mount Hermon Association 499 142 6%

Small Water Systems (13) 410 84 3%

Commercial, Industrial, Institutional,  Ag. Users ~30 ~160 7%

Individual Well Users ~1100 ~220 9%

Total Pumpage* 7,885 2,417

Streamflow Discharge: Fish and the City of Santa Cruz ~6,000

City of Santa Cruz ~5800 ~2,500







Management History

u Active groundwater management in the basin has occurred 
since early 1980s

u In response to local request, Basin designated by USEPA as 
Sole Source Aquifer

u 1983 ðSVWD instituted a Water Resources Management Plan 
to monitor and manage water resources

u 1994 ðSVWD formally adopted a Groundwater Management 
Plan in accordance with AB3030, also known as the 
Groundwater Management Act (Water Code Sec. 10750)

u 1995 ðSVWD, SLVWD, MHA, Lompico County Water District, 
City of Scotts Valley and County of Santa Cruz signed a MOU 
forming Santa Margarita Groundwater Basin Advisory 
Committee (SMGBAC)

u 2017 - Formation of Santa Margarita Groundwater Agency


