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SGMA is California’s Groundwater

Management Law

* Legislation Passed in September 2014
* Became law January 1, 2015

* Requires certain groundwater basins in
California to manage their groundwater
resourcessustainably
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A Handbook .to Understanding
and Implementing the Law




SGMA I1s a Compromise

Complete State Complete Local
Control of . Control of
Groundwater & - Groundwater
Pumping and A by ' & Pumping and
Recharge = Recharge

Compromise

* Mandatory for locals to develop GW managemsplans
* These plans must meet certain broad criteria
* The Statestepsin if locals fail to adequateiypanage GW
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Crucial to SGMA is Local Control

Plans must meet certain criteria, but within those
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criteria:

s define what the groundwater basin
d look like in 20 years

s define what Is unacceptable
s define how to reach your goals

* No changes$o groundwater management that
local water managerand other water users
R2y Qu gl yU




Who needs to comply with
SGMA



